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[57] ABSTRACT

A helical resonator includes a helical coil with one end
flared out and folded back over a portion of the cylin-
drical helix made by the coil to create a winding of
opposite pitch superimposed over the cylindrical helix.
As an alternative design, a resonator is formed of a
helical coil of a first length connected to a helical of
opposite pitch. This resonator inhibits a third harmonic
resonance but re-resonates around the fourth harmonic.
When this resonator is used in combination with a con-
ventional helical resonator, the undesired re-resonances
are suppressed.

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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FOLDED-OVER HELICAL RESONATOR

This invention relates to an improved resonator and,
more particularly, an improved resonator of the type
that includes a folded-over helical coil, or equivalent
design that suppresses harmonic resonances. ’

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

U.S. Pat. No. 3,936,776 to John Robert Sundquist |

shows a helical resonator filter with a conductor having
two tightly-coupled portions of like pitch and inter-
spersed turns and'a pair of respective opposite ends of
the portions being connected directly to the shield or
cavity of the individual resonator. The resonator de-
scribed in this patent provides odd harmonic suppres-
sion. However, the relative positions of the two inter-
spersed coils is believed to be somewhat critical, .thus
rendering the resonator difficult to construct. In addi-
tion, this type of resonator has a reduced tuning range
because of the capacitive coupling between its wind-
ings.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide. an
improved helical resonator that overcomes the afore-
mentioned shortcomimgs of the prior art resonator.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a resonator of a simpler design, yet one which
provides an improved performance characteristic.

It is yet another object of the present invention to
provide a filter which suppresses odd, as well as even,
harmonics.

The foregoing and other objects of the present inven-
tion are attained by a resonator that has a conductive
helical coil in a cylindrical form forming a helical trans-
mission line. The coil has one end flared out and folded
over a portion of a helical coil formed in the cylindrical
form, thereby forming a winding of opposite pitch su-
perimposed over the coil. A resonator thus formed does
not exhibit a third harmonic resonance but re-resonates
around the fourth harmonic.

It is yet another aspect of the present invention that
the inner coil winding under the outer flared-out and
folded-over portion is removed. This provides a helical
coil with one pitch connected to a helical coil of an
opposite pitch. ’

It is a further aspect of this invention to combine the
aforedescribed resonator in combination with conven-
tional resonators whereby a resuiting filter suppresses
all undesired even and odd harmonic re-resonances.

The foregoing and other objects and aspects of the
present invention will become clearer from the follow-
ing detailed description of an illustrative embodiment of
the present invention in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a view of a resonator with a partially
folded-over helical coil disposed in an electrical shield
forming the cavity of the resonator.

FIG. 2 shows the resonance characteristics of the
present resonator.

FIG. 3 shows a possible filter constructed with alter-
nating conventional and folded resonators.

FIG. 4 shows the frequency response of the filter of
FIG. 3, where all re-resonances are suppressed by at
least 30 db.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

. As illustrated in FIG. 1, a helical resonator generally
includes a grounded conductor or shield 11 forming an
enclosed cavity 13 space of a suitable dimension. Typi-
cally a helical coil made of a conductive wire is dis-
posed in the cavity and held in position by a dielectric
member 15. An end 17 of the coil wire is connected to
the housing 11 and the wire is wound into a helix ex-
tending into the cavity space, and typically, according

to-the prior art, the other end of the coil wire terminates

free at the opposite end. )

More recently, further changes have been made to
the coil form to overcome odd harmonics generated by
such a form. The aforementioned patent illustrates such
a variation. There, a helical coil is formed by two wind-
ings with the turns interspersed and of like pitch.

According to the present invention, the resonator is
redesigned so that the odd harmonic re-resonance is
inhibited and shifted to an even harmonic. More specifi-
cally, it is found that as resonator made in accordance
with the present invention, a third re-resonance odd
harmonic 3f, is inhibited, and in its place a harmonic
resonance near the fourth harmonic 4f, is provided as
illustrated in FIG. 2.

The foregoing is accomplished by flaring the un-
grounded end of the helical coil out and folding back
over a portion of the base portion of the coil, as illus-
trated in FIG. 1. The folded-back part is wound over
the base helix forming the original transmission line to
provide an opposite pitch. The folded-over part is about
one-third way over the base part in a specific example
and found to be satisfactory in a specific case as illus-
trated in FIG. 1. The free end 21 of the coil is disposed
free, as shown in FIG. 3, or may be soldered onto the
base coil.

Theoretical considerations supported by experimen-
tal findings also indicate that the inner winding under
the flared out and doubled over portion is not necessary
for the intended operation of this resonator and can be
deleted without any penalty. As illustrated in FIG. 3,
31, after deleting this inner portion, we end up with a
much simpler structure, where a short length 13 of re-
verse pitch helix is electrically connected to the top of
a longer section of normal pitch 1;. This modified reso-
nator can still be called a folded resonator since the wire
of which it is wound has to fold back on itself to create
a winding of reverse pitch.

It is found that the present resonator does not exhibit
a third harmonic resonance, but re-resonates around the
fourth harmonic. This is illustrated in the form of a
resonance waveform shown in FIG. 2. Note there that
re-resonance taken place at approximately 4 times reso-
nance frequency, f,, and not at 3f,. Thus, when this type
of resonator is used in combination with conventional
helical resonators, which does not resonate at fourth
harmonic, all the undesired re-resonances are sup-
pressed.

FIG. 3 shows a three resonator filter where the mid-
dle coil is a folded resonator as described before. The
fundamental, or desired response of this filter is unal-
tered when compared to a conventional filter, while the
re-resonant or undesired responses are attenuated, since
the re-resonant frequencies do not coincide.

FIG. 4 shows the frequency response of the filter of
FIG. 3 where all re-resonances are essentially sup-
pressed by 30 db. The advantage of this resonator over
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others that exhibit even-order re-resonances is that the
desired result is obtained with the minimal change in the
resonantor design. The advantage is gained by merely
changing the pitch of the middle resonator as described
above.

What is claimed is:

1. In a helical resonator which includes a housing to
form a conductive shield and a helical conductive coil
disposed within the housing, the improvement charac-
terized by the conductive coil having a first portion
being wound to form a cylindrical helix having a given
pitch with one end of the first portion being connected
to the housing, and a second portion extending from the
first portion and being wound to create a winding of
opposite pitch so as to eliminate third harmonic re-reso-
nance.

2. A helical resonator filter wherein the resonator of
the type according to claim 1 is used with a conven-
tional helical resonator of the type that has only the first
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portion of the helical coil, whereby all undeslred re-
resonance harmonics are suppressed.

3. A helical resonator filter according to claim 1,
wherein the end of the second portion is disposed in the
cavity space formed by the shield.

4. A helical resonator filter according to claim 1,
wherein the end of the second portion is connected
clectrically to the first portion

S. A helical resonator as set forth in claim 1 wherein
the second portion of the coil is flared over and folded
back over a part of the first portion of the coil.

6. A helical resonator as set forth in claim 1 wherein
the second portion of the coil has a diameter which is
substantially equal to the diameter of the first portion
and, at the interface between the first and second por-
tions, the coil undergoes as reversal in the direction of
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