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       Monday Oct 31st 1930hrs 

 
When all hope of ever hear ing from Beagle 2 
on Mars was officially abandoned Terry Ransome 
was one of the few that hoped “maybe not”.  
 
Terry met Prof Colin Pillinger in the Matra       
Marconi Space offices in Filton in the mid 90s, 

and put together the first ideas for a verifi-
cation and test programme to fly a UK-
built lander to Mars. Colin’s dream  even-
tually came to fruition, and eventually       
Terry took Beagle 2 to Baikonur for launch 
and was the last person on Earth to ‘touch’ 
the Probe before it headed off to Mars in 
2003. 
Terry will tell of his delight at visiting the Baikonur Cosmo-
drome, some of the untold secrets of what actually happens in a 
launch campaign, and how Beagle2 was finally “found”. 

 Terry Ransome : Beagle to Mars via Kazakstan and Filton ! 

http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=bs6+7HF&sll=51.473311,-2.60994&sspn=0.011147,0.029655&ie=UTF8&ll=51.474407,-2.608781&spn=0.011788,0.029655&z=15&iwloc=A


 
Members of the Bristol Contest Group (G6YB) accept awards at the 

RSGB Convention earlier this month . 

 

Did you miss the local RSGB News on 

GB3ZB  Sunday morning at 0930hrs ?  

Listen to it here on the TX Factor site with Mike 

Marsh G1IAR reading it for the UK.  

There is no Regional news for the South West but 

it’s all  nicely presented and produced!  

http://www.txfilms.co.uk/txfactor/podcasts.html 

Bristol Members (L to R) G3TKF:G3ZVW:G4FSU:G4FRE: G4FKA and G4BVY presented with the 

160m Club Calls (AFS) award by the RSGB President Nick Henwood G3RWF 

The group also won trophies and certificates for SSB Field Day, CW Field Day , AFS Phone along with sev-

eral VHF awards. 

http://www.txfilms.co.uk/txfactor/podcasts.html
http://www.txfilms.co.uk/txfactor/podcasts.html
https://secure.niceltd.co.uk/rsgb/


 
 

For Sale: 

G4ZPY paddle (proper ty of the late 

Cyril Chapman G2HDR) £50 ono  

01225 420442 

New Terahertz band NoV 278Ghz anyone ? 
 Frequencies above 275 GHz, the terahertz bands, are a new area for 
experimentation and propagation research. 

Ofcom have generously enabled low-power NoV access for Full licensees 
in order to facilitate innovation at the cutting edge of RF technology. 

The NoV includes a number of conditions related to frequency bands, and 
protection zones around key UK radio astronomy sites for which guidance 
is available. 

To find out more and apply for the above 275GHz NoV,  go to 

www.rsgb.org/nov 

NoVs available online from this website 
 

60m for Luxembourg 

Since 10 October 2016, the new WRC15 60m band has been released for 
amateur radio use in Luxembourg. 

The update to the national frequency plan allows the use from 5351.5 to 
5366.5kHz on a secondary basis with an effective radiated power of 15W. 

The Luxembourg LX0HF CW beacon presently operates on 

5205.25kHz.  

Checking on it today, 24/10/16, it was a consistently good S9 signal ! 

If you have anything for sale email me ! 

http://rsgb.org/main/blog/news/gb2rs/headlines/2016/10/21/new-terahertz-band-nov/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/
http://rsgb.org/main/operating/band-plans/microwaves/terahertz/
http://rsgb.org/main/operating/band-plans/microwaves/terahertz/
http://www.rsgb.org/nov
http://rsgb.org/main/operating/licensing-novs-visitors/online-nov-application/
http://rsgb.org/main/blog/news/gb2rs/headlines/2016/10/21/60m-for-luxembourg/
mailto:robin@g3tkf.co.uk


 
BADarc Masonic Hall, Redfield Road, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2JL at 19.30hrs.  

This month on the 27th October the Bath and District ARC 
will be holding a Rig Surgery where members and guests 
can bring along their equipment for a check-over. 

They will have a power meter and dummy load (150 Watts 
max), MI 2955B Communications Test Set, Advantest 
Spectrum Analyser, Anritsu Sitemaster antenna analyser, an 
oscilloscope and 12v power supply. 

The plan is to be able to measure receiver sensitivity, frequency accuracy, 
power output and deviation (voice and CTCSS). It may be possible to carry 
out a two tone test to check the linearity of SSB transmitters too. Don’t forget 
to bring along a microphone and power lead. 

They meet on the 4th Thursday of each month in the Masonic Hall in       
Midsomer Norton starting at 19:30. There will be a charge of £2 per person to 
cover the cost of the hall but you do get a cup of tea/coffee for that. 

See the web site at http://badarc.org.uk  

 
Members of the Shirehampton ARC put on a JOTA 

(Jamboree On The Air station) on the 15/16th October.                

The scouts of 169th Brentry used GB2BCS from their HQ in 

Brentry as part of their individual communications and world 

challenge badges. 

John Thomas G4DVV gave an excellent talk to   

several other visiting scout groups about Amateur 

Radio. Stations were worked on all the HF bands and 

locals on VHF/UHF. All of those attending received 

a 59th year JOTA uniform badge. This was the     

second time that JOTA has been held at the 169th . 

Judging by the interest, 

not the last! 

 

Pictures by Adrian Fry 

https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=209610547402346957503.0004ddb3164e7a8f98fcc&ie=UTF8&ll=51.285459%2c-2.48626&spn=0.000886%2c0.002642&t=m&z=19&vpsrc=1&iwloc=0004ddb325aa269621528
http://badarc.org.uk


  

At the local clubs :  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Bath and District ARC http://badarc.webs.com/  

Chepstow and District ARC  http://www.gw4lwz.org.uk/ 

Chippenham & DARC http://www.g3vre.org.uk/archive.asp  

MidSARC  www.midsarc.org.uk/ 

North Bristol ARC   http://www.nbarc.org.uk/        

Shirehampton  http://www.shirehampton-arc.org.uk 

South Bristol ARC  http://www.sbarc.co.uk/calendar /  

Thornbury and South Gloucs ARC  http://tsgarc.uk/ 

Trowbridge and District  ARC  www.tdarc.uk 

Weston Super Mare RS  www.g4wsm.club  

 

Coming soon to the Bristol Group  

Nov 28th :  Prof Andy Nix Bristol University 

December : no meeting -  “On Air “ night! 

January : Annual General Meeting 

 

If you want to buy or sell something, let me know - Or tell us on the Bristol 

RSGB Yahoo Group ! 

I need articles for “How I started in radio”  or “Things you may not know about 

members of the group”  -  If it’s publishable it can appear here! 

Robin G3TKF 

RSGB Bristol Group Sec.  

01225 420442 

http://www.g6yb.org     Don’t forget the history of the group here: History 

http://badarc.webs.com/
http://www.gw4lwz.org.uk/
http://www.g3vre.org.uk/archive.asp
http://midsarc.org.uk/diary.shtml
http://www.nbarc.org.uk/ 
http://www.shirehampton-arc.org.uk
http://www.sbarc.co.uk/calendar/
http://tsgarc.uk/
http://www.tdarc.uk
http://www.g4wsm.club
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/Bristol_RSGB_Group/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/Bristol_RSGB_Group/info
mailto:robin@g3tkf.co.uk
http://www.g6yb.org/cms/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=42&Itemid=62
http://www.g6yb.org/cms/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=79

